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Club Takes Awards and Leader-
ship Role at District Conference

Diablo 598 was truly well-represented and made a
fine account of itself at the District 57 Spring
Conference on May 14th. Pat Welsh took second-
runner-up honors for her Table Topic, in which she
responded to the topic
"I Am a Hero" by
stressing the heroism

b involved in meeting life's
everyday challenges by
supporting and giving
cheer to those around
us. "True heroes are
those who get things

[ done," she emphasized.

% Kudos also go to Dilek
Alkaya and Hua Wang,

“®  who both won the "Triple
Crown Award" for achieving three levels of advance-
ment within the 12 months ending April 30th. Dilek
achieved her CC, CL, and ACB, while Hua's awards
were for ACS, CL and ALB. Well done, Dilek and
Hual!

On the leadership side of things, Diablo 598 also
shone. The event's organization team included
Ashley Harkness as Chair of the "First-Timer's"
kickoff activity, and Dilek Alkaya as Chair of the
Facilities Committee. Ashley put on an innovative
program designed to motivate first-time attendees to
get to know District officers, via a "Bingo" game that
had newbies chasing the officers down with pencil

and paper in hand. The objective was to get
sign-offs for all the officer positions, creating the

; , opportunity to say hello
and shake hands.
Original! Dilek's
committee of 15
members took charge of
all the signage, hospit-
ality, audio-visual,
decorations, and food
coordination activities for
the program -- a huge
job! Congratulations and

| thanks to both Dilek and

- Ashley for all their hard

work! Once again, Diablo 598-ers "show how it's
done" at a District 57 conference!

Dilek

The venue of course was the aircraft carrier USS
Hornet, now a museum and conference facility in
Alameda, hence the aircraft pictured here. A fitting
background for photos of Diablo 598's jet-setters!

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Early planning is underway by a committee
headed by Colene Cobb, for a club party in John
and Jo Ellen Peterson's back yard! Rumor has it
that a mystery event will be included in the
activities. The tentative date has been set for
Saturday, July 16th, so keep that date clear on
your calendar and watch this space for unfolding
news to come!



WHO'S WHO

Gretchen Gadwood

Gretchen Gadwood can talk the talk but
can’t quite walk the walk--- yet. She
enjoys talking to people one on one in the
work place and in social settings among
friends and family, but having to speak in
front of large crowds is another story.
The idea of public speaking makes her
very anxious and yet she has always
admired and envied those who did it and
could do it well, so she joined Diablo 598
in October 2010 to overcome this fear. It
was a personal decision of hers because
she wanted to go outside her comfort
zone, build self-confidence and develop
leadership skills that she could utilize in
her daily life.

Gretchen grew up in Richmond, CA, and
always had a quiet passion for words and
writing. She enjoyed playing Scrabble
and got excited whenever she had to
write a school essay. Truth be told,
Gretchen considered herself to be a
closet nerd! She went on to attend
Occidental College in Los Angeles,
where she received her B.S. in
Psychobiology with a minor in English
Literature. Being fond of details, art and
people, it made perfect sense for her to
then venture off to New York City and
attend the NYU College of Dentistry. It
was there that she was exposed to the
true essence of vocal variety, body
language and getting to the point!

It was a just a matter of time before
Gretchen would desire to implement and
embody those powerful skills, and not
just work on being a general dentist but

also work on herself. Diablo 598 was
where she found the courage to let her
voice be heard, seen and felt. She is
currently working through the Competent
Communicator Manual and recently
presented her fifth speech, which she
found the most challenging thus far. Body
language is not her strong point! She is
just grateful that Diablo 598 continues to
be supportive, encouraging and patient of
her goals, and believes that no other
group rivals the club’s spirit and positive
feedback.

Gretchen looks forward to her continued
involvement with Toastmasters and is
excited to serve as the upcoming term’s
VP of Membership. She hopes to
exemplify that the Toastmasters program
works, and can’t wait to spread the word of
its growing benefits.

Club Elects New Officers
for July 1 -- December 31

At its May 12th meeting, Diablo 598 members
elected a new slate of officers to carry on the
Executive Committee responsibilities for the
period from July 1st through December 31st. The
new officers are:

President -- Dilek Alkaya

Vice President, Education -- Colene Cobb

Vice President, Membership -- Gretchen
Gadwood

Vice President, Public Relations -- John
Peterson

Secretary -- Teresa Riccobuono

Treasurer -- Rosa Lynn Adams

Sergeant-at-Arms -- John Schaefer

Let's all pitch in and give our new team of officers

our full support, for continuation of our club's
tradition of learning, success and fun!

Thoughtof.the Month

To steal ideas from one person is
plagiarism; to steal from many is research.




A few weeks ago, we had our semi-annual
election of new officers for the upcoming six-
month period July 1 through December 31. The
club's new Executive Committee is listed on
page 2, and they will be formally inducted on
July 7th. Your editor offers congratulations as
well as thanks to the new group, and also to the
non-winner of the one contested position. It was
a close election, and there aren't any "losers" in
Diablo 598!

The new Executive Committee includes a
relatively large number of fairly new members of
the club, who will bring a lot of great new ideas
while they are learning about Toastmasters
protocol and club traditions. They deserve our
guidance and support -- let's give it to them!!

The hanger deck becomes the Conference meeting room.

A Grumman TBF Avenger Torpedo Bomber.
(a.k.a. "The Turkey Buzzard")



