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UPCOMING EVENTS:

DISTRICT 57 SPRING CONFERENCE

The District 57 Spring Conference will be held
on Saturday, May 14 aboard the USS Hornet in
Alameda. (See details on page 3.) The
contest will include the finals of the Table
Topics and International Speech contests (see
details opposite), as well as a wide variety of
educational events. Mark your calendars, and
register now by going to
www.dS57toastmasters.org and clicking on
"Coming Events!"

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION

The Toastmasters International Convention is
coming to Bally's Hotel in Las Vegas, August
17 - 20, 2011. This is a great opportunity to
attend a truly world class event, at affordable
prices and with a minimum of travel effort! Get
details on TMI's website,
www.toastmasters.org.

DIABLO 598 SUMMER PARTY

Early planning is underway by a committee
headed by Colene Cobb, for a club party in
John and Jo Ellen Peterson's back yard!
Rumor has it that a mystery event will be
included in the activities. Date and details are
still to be worked out, so watch this space for
more news as events unfold!

Pat Welsh, Randy Wight
Move On to District Finals

Diablo 598's own Pat Welsh will join Randy Wight
of Sun Valley Toastmasters to compete in the
District 57 Table Topics and International Speech
contest flnals on May 14! Pat bested five others
in handling the topic
"Living Green," at
the Division B
contest on April 7 at
CCWD. (One of the
other Table Topics
contestants was
none other than --
Randy Wight!) Pat
attributed her
success to the
background she has
on environmental

E issues from her work
in that fleld but others recognized the strong
appeal of her argument to the audience's natural
instincts for resource conservation.

Randy gave an outstanding original speech titled
"Good Enough," making the point that just good
enough in fact isn't, in today's competitive world.

Be sure to cheer both Pat and Randy on as they
face the other finalists on the USS Hornet in
Alameda on May 14 (see details on page 3). This
is guaranteed to be an exciting event with tough
competition, and our Division B representatives
will greatly appreciate all the support you can give
them!

The mission of a Toastmasters Club



WHO'S WHO

Hubert Reber

In addition to his many other fine attributes, Hubert
Reber holds the distinction of being the longest-
tenured member of Diablo 598. He joined the club in
June 1970, and just last year we celebrated his 40th
anniversary at a special ceremony!

Hubert has an extensive and varied background.
Born in Switzerland, he moved to the U.S. in 1954
and settled in Ohio. The call to California came in
1966, and he relocated to Concord in 1968. Hubert
worked as an electrical engineer in power plant
design for Bechtel Corporation, retiring in May of
1993 -- 25 years later! He and his wife Joan have two
daughters and six grandchildren.

Hubert first joined Toastmasters International in
October of 1954, when he was living in Zanesville,
Ohio. It was there that he experienced something
that few Toastmasters today can boast about --
meeting the founder of Toastmasters, Ralph
Smedley, in person at an International Convention in
Pittsburg in the early 1960's. Hubert remembers the
incident clearly, and says that Smedley made an
instant and strong impression on him which has
lasted a lifetime.

Over the years, Hubert has seen many changes in
the Toastmasters program, one of the most
significant clearly being the admission of women
into the organization! (During its early years and up
until 1973, Toastmasters was a club for men only.)
He has completed most of the advanced manuals,
which have been revised so often during his tenure
that he has lost track of exactly which ones he's
done. Lately, however, he has avoided prepared
speeches altogether because he claims his memory
can't take the strain any longer!

Hubert's strong attachment to Diablo 598 is based on
the respect for each other that he senses among the
members, and he says he particularly enjoys hearing
about twenty or so people of various backgrounds
expressing their honest opinions and feelings. Keep
on coming back, Hubert!

Awards Night Menu
Features Roast Turkey

A full serving of silliness characterized much of
Diablo 598's annual "Awards Night" dinner, with
portions of serious celebration marking both the
opening and the close. The event was held on
April 16th at the Golden Willow Chinese
Restaurant in Concord, and featured a fabulous
selection of Chinese specialties.

One featured item not on the menu, however,
was roast turkey, as Rosa Lynn Adams, Hua
Wang and Bill Woolfolk took turns "roasting"
immediate past President John Peterson. John
responded in kind when given the opportunity,
so that the turkey was at least garnished with
some broiled weenies.

The opening attraction was a stirring present-
ation by keynote speaker Christine Robinson,
President of the "Speakers Forum" advanced
Toastmasters club. Christine provided the group
with some excellent insights into effective
approaches to conflict resolution -- a problem
everyone has to deal with both at work and in
their everyday lives.

The evening's main attraction was the
presentation of awards for Determination (to
Colene Cobb), Leadership (to Carie Feather-
stone), and Encouragement (to Mike Daley).
Pictured above are Mike and Colene holding
their award certificates, together with keynote
speaker Christine Robinson. (Unfortunately,
Carie was trapped at work and missed the
event.) Mike Daley also performed admirably as
the evening's "Roastmaster." Great job, Mike!




FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

Our regular "Membership News" column (or
half-column, in this case) below features the
re-appearance of one of Diablo 598's most
renowned and popular members, Carol
Sturman. It was great to see her, but it was
equally sad to note the loss of Donna Rice,
another outstanding newer member whom we
were just getting to know really well.

Most importantly, though, is that this column is
our main source of information about what's
going on with our members! Please, please,
please......if you have ANY news about yourself
to share, or know something about what's going
on with another member that you think he or she
has forgotten to alert us about, pick up the
phone and CALL THE EDITOR! Have you
gotten a new job? A promotion? Have you
moved? Taken up golf and are looking for
someone to play with? Without your news, this
won't be much of a column! My email and home
phone number are listed in the club roster, or
you can use the contact phone number shown in
the box below. But whatever you do, SHARE
YOUR NEWS!!
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CAROL STURMAN made a surprise and
most welcome appearance at the April 14th
regular club
meeting! It was
great to see her
after a long
absence. Please
come back again,
Carol, and relax
with us after a

' round of golf!
(Carol is pictured here with two of her many
admirers, Jeffery De Salles and Ashley

Harkness.)

DONNA RICE has left the club, due to a move
to a new job in Los Angeles. We'll sure miss
you, Donna!

(What's new with you? Let the editor know!)




